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T TAXING OF T TTtt CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as following: 

h (Currently Amended) A support assembly for use with a vehicle article carrier 
comprising: 

a one-piece support having a base portion ju^nm to he selectively pro^fe* 
v »hfc1e surface; aad 

a rail portion r-r~~'Y 3^ «™ ^ ^™ ™* ™* 

a first attachment mechanism being associated with said support; and 

a cover, said cover having a second attachment mechanism engaging said first 

attachment mechanism to secure said cover to said support. 

2 (CurrenuyAmended) Asupport assembly m ^*^l.«*^-*£ 
defining said base portion and said rail portion. 

3. (Currently Amended) A support assembly as recited in claim_L wherein said 

support is formed from stamped metal. 

_» ..^wv *>= recited in claim 3- claimX wherein said 
4 (Currently Amended) A support assembly as recited m e**s*-^_^ 

rauportionincludesanear integral withsaidside wall, saidear being deformed mto matmg 
engagement whhanadapter component to compressingly retain rt wtthm sa.d support 

5 . (Original) A support assembly as recited in claim 4, wherein said adapter 
component is a plug. 

„ mU Ur « recited in claim 1 , wherein said cover is 

6. (Original) A support assembly as recitea in ^ u > 

removably connected to said support 
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T (Cmremly Amended) ■ - » * * 5 M^^MV 

^^i~r tlMS , one of mcdvingholes and amale p~ 
adapted to be received therein. 

, (Cunerrty Attended) A~»~e~« ** rt,h>4 ' A TT^ t . 

j, inp - n nnr piece guoogtf having n base portion, a 

for a vehicle art H " ™™er comTTrisinp: a ope pig * 1 ) — 

^ ^^^^ 

«^-^^^-^^^^ m compnses a. 
7east»ueofa groove and amb adapted «. be mating), engaged there*.*. 

0 (Original) A^^"-— ^'•^* , T*"' 

-- «— -* -em^au^c^c^g 

sai d ehannel, hereby protecting said support ftom environmental condmons. 
,0. (Origin*) A support assembly as recited in claim 1 further including a gasket 
affixed to a bottom of said support 

„. (Origina,, A support assembly as recited in claim 1 , wherein a plurality of covers 
of differing shape may be used with a single support. 

U. (Origin*) A support assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said support is 
stamped metal. 

«. (Original) As^po rt assemb 1 yaa«ci K dmc 1 aim..wherem,»idsu P por,is 
molded. 

_ 0 „«Hv ^ recited in claim 1 , wherein said support is die- 
14. (Original) A support assembly as recitea 

cast. 
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15 (Currently Amended) A support for use with a vehicle article carrier, said support in 
combination with other like supports maintaining at least one siderail or at least one crossrad 
in a spaced relationship from a surface of the vehicle, said support comprising: 

at least two substantially parallel sidewalls; 

web extending between sjdew^ at a lower edge and maintaining said sidewalls in a 
spaced apart relationship; 

- first end of said support definingabase portion and a second end of said support defming a 
rail r nrti~ gaid gdl ESitiQS beina sfflgterv fr p ^d from said base portio n" 
16 . (Original) A support as recited in claim 14, wherein said base portion defines at 
least one aperture for attachment of said support to the vehicle. 

17 (Original) A support as recited in claim 15, wherein a portion of said web 
defining part of said base portion further defines said at least one aperture. 

18 (Original) A support as recited in claim 16, further including a pedestal extending 
from said web portion, and said at least one aperture is defined by said pedestal. 

19 (Original) Asupportasrecitedmclaun 14, wherein said rail portion has a first 
end affixed to said base portion and generally perpendicular thereto and a second end for 
attaching a rail, said second end displace from and generally parallel to said base portion. 

20 (Original) A support as recited in claim 18, wherein said rail portion further 
includes atransitionportion between said first end and said second end of said rad portton. 

21. (Original) A support as recited in claim 19, wherein said transition portion is 
angled with respect to said base portion. 

22. (Original) A support as recited in claim 20, wherein said transition portion is 
curved. 

23. (Original) A support as recited in claim 14, wherein said sidewalls define a 
plurality of openings for receiving male protrusions of a cover. 
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24. (Original) A support assembly as recited in claim 14, wherein said support is 
stamped metal. 

25. (Original) A support assembly as recited in claim 14, wherein said support is 
molded. 

26. (Original) A support assembly as recited in claim 14, wherein said support is die- 
cast. 

27. (Currently Amended) A support assembly for use with a vehicle article carrier 
comprising: 

a one-piece support having a generally U-shaped cross-section, said U-shape defined by 
sidewalls and a web extending therebetween, said support having a base portion and a rail 

, i j 1 ■ .11 ..niHnn ~T^r «T™* *™ said base^a, wherein said web m 

said base portion has at least one pedestal extending from a bottom of said U-shape and 
defining at least one hole therethrough for affixing said support to the vehicle, and further 

opposite from said base portion is generally parallel to and spaced from said web of sam base 
portion, said opposite end of said rail portion further including ears; 

an adapter component received in said opposite end of said rail portion and at least partially 
retained by said ears and partially retained by said sidewalls and said web; 

a gasket affixed to a bottom of said support; and 

a cover extending over said support and engaged thereto. 

28. (Currently Amended) A support assembly as recited in claim 27 [[26]], wherein said 
ears are deformable for engaging said adapter component. 
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29 (Onrenu, tended) - ■*« ■ » """^ ft """M * 

.. r , „ ^nttnm nf said 1 T-qfra pe and def '"'"^ qt E east one 

^♦i^^ne. pedestal rxt^nfTfr ^ ah0 ^ ninTsa10U ^ V " 

^^^^^^—^^n ,„rh tW M md oppose ft on> 
^^^^^ 

to said support. 

3 „. (Currently Amended) A support assembly as recited in claim 27 [12611 wherein said 
adapter component is press fit into said rail portion. 

31 (CurrenUy Amended) A support a^bly a S red,e4 in ciainr 27 [P 0,] «hereta s»d 
extends through said central aperture. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A wppert ^mh \ y aa recited in clnim ? 7 A support assembly 
for use with a v *> yVt» article ca^ r cnmmismfl- a one-piece support having ft generally & 

^ sHBEort havir r a ™rtion and a rail portion, whrrein said web in said base portion 
h„c „ [east nne ^ gxtendjag from a bottom of s aid TT-shape and dsfifljng at least ope 
hole therethrough fig affiapg gag support to the vehicle, and further wherein said mil 
r ^n orall y ff - r^ ™* respect to said base portion *"rh that an end opposite from 
aoi . W portion i ? p gngrpllv parallel to and wed from sain web of B ajd base portion, said 
. ^ite end of sa .y ~" iwwtinn further inclnrtw ears; an adapter com ponent received m said 
^ppndte end of ™i nnrrion an d at least partly retained by said ear* and partially 
Saa jggd bv said gidgwjOi g, and sal* ^ a gasket affixed to a bottom o f S^id support; and a 
agvg, ending over gfljd ad ^^d thereto; wherein said gasket includes at least 

one deformable male protrusion engaging openings defined by said web in said base portion. 

33. (Currently Amended) A support assembly as recited in claim 27 [[261] wherein said 
cover includes a plurality of male protrusions engaging a plurality of like spaced openings in 
said sidewalls of said support 
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